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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To reduce the deterioration of a picture quality at the time of reducing dither picture 
data by partitioning the picture data into dithering unit areas, and thinning picture elements 
other than the extracted picture elements with an adjacent rectangular area as a reduction 
processing unit. 

CONSTITUTIONThe rectangular area consisting of dithering unit areas E1 to E4 of the picture 
data is made into the reduction processing unit, and picture elements (a) to (f), (c) to (h), (i) to 
(n), and (k) to (p) are respectively extracted out of the respective unit areas of the units. By re- 
constituting the extracted picture elements (a) to (p), the reduced picture data are obtained. 
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